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Welcome to Our Fall 2003
Newsletter, which completes 9 years of
newsletters to our commercial growers. For the past
four years, Denny Smith, our Sales Manager, has
produced this letter. Unfortunately, Denny has left

Nourse Farms to return to the laser business. We will

Over time, a main focus of our newsletter

articles has been on cultural methods, which increase

production efficiency, impacting profitability. This year we are emphasizing the

harvesting efficiency gained with the new Darselect variety. Darselect’s large
fruit and placement on the plant can decrease picking costs by at least 20%.
Our experience here at Nourse Farms reached almost 30%. Quarts and flats
fill much faster, allowing pickers to pick more flats per day. You’ll also find a
bit on other new varieties, soil pH importance, herbicide updates as well as a
few more timely tips.

Pricing and order forms have been included and we continue to offer
an early pay discount. We appreciate your past business and look forward to
the coming season. We trust you will call or contact us with any questions,
concerns, or just plain “shop talk” you want to share.

Thank you,
W Nowrae,

Tim Nourse, President

Meet us at these Trade Shows
Our company representatives will be on hand.

Dec. 9-11 Great Lakes Fruit, Vegetable &
Farm Market Expo
Grand Rapids, Michigan

Dec. 16-18 New England Vegetable & Berry
Growers Conference
Manchester, New Hampshire

Jan.4-6  Wisconsin Fruit & Vegetable
Conference
Oconomowoc, Wisconsin

Jan. 21-23 Ohio Fruit & Vegetable Growers
Congress/Ohio Direct Marketing
Conference
Toledo, Ohio

Jan. 27-29 Mid-Atlantic Fruit & Vegetable
Conference
Hershey, Pennsylvania

Feb.9-12 Empire State Fruit & Vegetable
Growers Conference
Rochester, New York

Feb. 23-25 North America Strawberry
Growers Association
Tampa, Florida

Growers of the Finest Small
Fruit Plants Since 1932
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miss his contributions to our efforts and wish him well.

DARSELECT
2003 Performance

We are very pleased with grower
response to DARSELECT. Having been
fruited 3 or 4 years now by some of our
customers across the U.S. and Canada -
survey results confirm it will become a
major variety.

SURVEY RESPONSE:

« Trial results indicate DARSELECT
will yield over 20,000 pounds per acre.

» Growers rated DARSELECT
“excellent” for flavor, fruit size and
customer acceptance.

* 85% of the respondents said they
would plant more DARSELECT.

= A majority compared its perform-
ance to Jewel, our #1 seller.

» Overall plant performance, (vigor
and growth) was rated “very high.”

e Our results at Nourse Farms show
DARSELECT to be the fastest-picking
variety (high harvest efficiency) because
of fruit size.

COMMENTS

» Size and yield lend to increased
harvest efficiency.

* Appearance and flavor increased
marketability over a longer season.

* Overall flavor is more acceptable
than top varieties today.

* DARSELECT responds to
increased nutrition.

« Potential issues with foliage
disease were controlled with a single
application of NOVA fungicide.

In conclusion, DARSELECT is a
top midseason variety, well adapted
to U-Pick or the commercial market
with the potential to “outclass” Jewel
and Honeove. Nourse Farms highly
recommends that it become part of your
plantings. Please contact us if you have
any questions.






