COMMERCIAL NEWSLETTER Spring 2004 |

- Comments From the Editor

Greetings from all of us at Nourse Farms

We're pleased to announce that Nathan Nourse has assumed nursery sales responsibilities.
Nate has various responsibilities with Nourse Farms. Most recently he is in charge of the
Plant Packing House and Shipping Departments. He is also responsible for harvest and
sales of our wholesale fruit production consisting of strawberries, raspberries, blueberries,
currents and gooseberries. With Nate's wide range of experience, he will be a good resource
in our nursery sales department.

The focus of this spring’s newsletter is on the many topics discussed at the various winter
meetings. Between Nate and I, we attended seven meetings this winter season. We hope
the information will be helpful.

We still have a good supply of plants available for spring planting. Although we are sold
out of several varieties, we still have a good selection available.

I encourage you to place your orders as soon as possible so we can be responsive to
your needs.

Wishing you the best for the 2004 season!
— Tim Nourse

Editors Note: Pesticide information that we discuss are general recommendations and
not necessarily labeled for your State. Therefore, I urge to you use our discussions as a
guideline and check your State Recommendations for actual use and labeling in your state.

Suggestions for designing a
Strawberry Fungicide Program

We have seen the introduction of several
new fungicides over the past few years
(Elevate, Switch, Quadris, Cabrio, and
Nova). For the coming season we have two
new fungicides, Captevate from Arvesta
(see enclosed fact sheet) as well as Pristine
from BASF, a combination of BASF500
and Cabrio. In addition, Procure is now
labeled for powdery mildew.

Winter meeting discussions emphasized
the following:

¢ The various fungicides need to be used
in rotation to avoid the development of
resistance. Also, using similar classes of
fungicides in successive applications
should be avoided.

continued on page 2

¥ (Growing
Darselect

for the Highest Yields

Our grower survey results indicate that
Darselect has very large size, excellent
appearance, good fruit firmness and firm
skin. This highly rated performer will be
well adapted for all uses, wholesale, retail
or PYO.

Yield trial results from USDA, Beltsville
and New York indicate Darselect has a
high yield potential of over 22,000 lbs /
acre. The key is to understand its char-
acteristics and manage your Darselect
plantings to realize high yields.

Darselect’s unique characteristic is that
each fruiting stem has only 10-14 flowers.
As a result Darselect can form a large berry
from each flower. Our traditional varieties
have 20-30 flowers on each fruiting stem.

To harness this large size — high yield
potential, it will be important to grow
large daughter plants in your matted
row production system.

Management of your first year planting:

1. Push your first year planting with
nutrition and water in order to get
your daughter plants produced early
so they can develop into large plants.

2. If you're spacing your planting at 18"
or more, try planting a portion of your
planting at 14" to 16" and measure the
yield difference. Closer spacing will
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